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Discourses on the Beyond (Part - 6)

Holy Discourse — IV

It was 18" May, 1962. There were fairly
large number of devotees who had come. At
the appointed time, Sant Maharaj Ji came
among the devotees and said: “The world
ocean is full of the water of sorrows and
sufferings. Waves of hope and desire are
continuously rising in it. It is very difficult
to swim across them. Desire or avarice is a
serious malady afflicting man. It is a huge
darkness within him. Enveloped in it, he
entirely forgets his departure from the world
and involved in false greeds, he wastes and
ruins his life. Guru Sahib calls ‘avarice’ a
big malady -

‘Gripped by the great malady of desire,

death have they forgotten.’
P. 919

87 [SHaT €37 39T BAT HaE HET fertanTil

This fire of ‘desire’ or ‘avarice’ is so
terrible in which the ‘jeev’ (sentient being;
man) is burnt to ashes. This sentient being
had come into the world to gain union with
God but deluded, he becomes so much
involved in it that it becomes difficult
beyond measure for him to escape from the
dragnet of ‘desire” -

‘Mammon (Maya) has spread out its net and
in it has placed the bait.
Mother mine! the bird of man’s mind by
desire is ensnared, helpless to escape.’
P. 50
HfemT 78 YRTToHT Fisfa gar g&mE |l
[ZRaT Wit ey f5am & U HEll

When the sentient being comes into the
world, God writes his primal destiny on his
brow. God is the cherisher of the world. He

knows the entire world. But this ‘jeev’
(sentient being; man) doesn’t believe it at all
and under the influence of avarice, day and
night, he is thinking of making material
achievements. It is in this thinking and
contemplation that he spends his day and
night. His mind becomes so much engrossed
in this world that he never thinks at all that
besides this world, there are countless
unknown worlds where he has to go to
suffer the consequences of his deeds. In
forgetfulness, he ruins his life. Involved in
avarice, he spends his entire day in
perplexity and in flights of fancy, he
continues weeping and wailing -

‘Some birds of the self on the body’s lovely
tree wander in all directions.

As they wander about, their suffering abounds,
Bringing burning sorrow and wailing.” P. 66

vyt fagy goes E3fa g fefi afai
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In this connection, let me tell you a
story. A devotee stricken with utter poverty
happened to hear the following edict in a
holy congregation -

‘He, who seeks four cardinal boons (Dharma,

artha, kama, moksha), should apply himself to
the service of holy men.’ P. 266

17 ye9g 7 & HET Il ;g 7T &t e &l

He went into the company of an exalted
holy man, who had realized the Ultimate
Spiritual Reality and started rendering
service to him. There was no thought in his
mind for making any spiritual achievement.
All the time he was anxiously waiting for
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the holy man to ask him what for he was
rendering service. He wanted to tell him at
the earliest that the object of his rendering
service was to remove his poverty. One day,
observing his service, the holy man asked
him spontaneously the object of his
rendering service. He said, “Reverend sir!
there is utter poverty in my home. Even two
meals a day are hard to get. Show kindness
so that I may run my home easily and
comfortably; I may have a good cottage to
live in, nice clothes to wear, good food to
satisfy our hunger and cows for milk. I have
served you well. In your holy discourse, I
had heard that by serving the holy one gets
four invaluable boons of the world -
dharma, artha, kama, and moksha. 1 seek
only wealth. If one has wealth, other things
come automatically.” The holy man advised
him, “Dear devotee! the real goal of life is
attainment of God. Wealth alienates man
from God and makes him forget his
departure from the world, that is, death.
Every one has to depart from the world but
bound by desire and avarice, man does not
believe in departing from the world.
Therefore, while he had come to -

‘With the gift of human incarnation granted to
thee,
Now is thy opportunity to have union with
the Lord.
Nothing else shall avail thee.
In holy company on the Name immaculate
meditate.” P. 12
FE UTUIT HBY EgarHTll
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engage in Divine Name meditation, he
became engaged in hoarding wealth. In this
he his precious human

way, lost

incarnation.” On hearing this, that man said,
“We, householders know from experience
that God cannot be worshipped and
contemplated on a hungry stomach. Poverty
causes distress and trouble in the home.
Lack of money causes worry and anxiety all
the time. Kindly fulfil my desire for wealth.
The other three I will obtain from you by
serving you at some other time.” The holy
man thought that the man was badly
stricken with desire. He again tried to advise
him, “My dear, it appears to me that
afflicted with the malady of avarice, your
judgement and understanding have become
clouded. Let me tell you that desire is a fire
which is never quenched. Man says that he
may have thousands, but as soon as, he
acquires thousands, the desire for lakhs rises
in him. With the acquisition of lakhs, he
seeks millions and billions. Caught in desire
and avarice the bird of his self cannot escape
from its dragnet. Such is the Guru’s edict -

‘Rare are such as have their fire of thirst for
the world assuaged.

Hoarding of millions upon millions yet turns
not the mind away from it,
Involved in seeking more and more.”

ZraT fegs at at gst aii
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Even after acquiring big dominions, the
desire of kings like Alexander was not
quenched. To conquer more and more
countries, they killed countless human
beings because desire is a fire. The more
fuel you put into fire, the intenser it
becomes -

P. 213

‘The craving of even great kings and masters
of estates is not quenched. Intoxicated with
the pleasure of wealth, they remain engrossed
in it and their eyes see not anything else. In
sin none has ever been satiated.
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As fire that by fuel is not extinguished,
Without devotion to the Lord how may
satisfaction come?’ P. 672
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But, when he continued insisting on
having the boon of wealth, the holy man
gave him four candles with this instruction
- ‘At midnight, light a candle and travel
towards the east. Where the candle gets
extinguished, dig that place and you will get
wealth enough for your sustenance. If,
however, you fall short of money, or some
big expense comes upon, then light the
second candle and travel northwards, and
where it gets extinguished, dig the earth and
you will get sufficient wealth. If you again
fall short of money, light the third candle
and travel westward; there you will find
considerable wealth to satisfy your hunger.
Now, let me warn you. Even by mistake do
not go southward with the fourth candle.
That direction is very cruel and heartless.
You will not get anything there. On the
other hand, you will get into a big trouble.”

That avaricious man came home. On the
first night, lighting the candle he went
towards the east. There he found a treasure
of copper; he covered it with earth. His
desire or avarice was not quenched. So he
thought of going towards the north with the
second candle. When he dug the earth, he
found a treasure of silver, coins etc. He was
surprised to see that it was thousand times
bigger than the copper treasure he had
found in the east. He thought of spending
the treasure of copper rupees first. But
avarice did not let him rest. On the third

night, he went westward with the third
candle. There he found a treasure of gold in
the form of gold coins. So, he guessed that
in the south must be buried a treasure of
diamonds, pearls and rubies. He was
determined to see it. Therefore, on the fourth
night, he went southward. There he found
a cave with closed gates. Opening the gates,
he entered the cave. The door closed
automatically. He reached the other end of
the cave by walking a distance of ten to
twelve miles. There he saw a man operating
a millstone. He said to him, “If you want to
have a glimpse of treasure of diamonds,
rubies etc., hold on to the handle of the
millstone and start grinding.” As soon as he
caught the handle, his hand got stuck to it
and the other man’s hand was released. He
said, “My dear friend! now continue
operating the millstone. I am thankful to
you for releasing me.” The avaricious man
said, “But tell me where the treasure of
diamonds and rubies is.” He said, “It is in
your thoughts. Here you will have to run the
millstone all your life. Only when some
person more avaricious than you comes, will
you be released as I have been released.”
Through this illustrative story, one thing is
understood that man’s avarice seeks millions
and billions and involved in this endless
task man completes the allotted span of life
and departs from the world. Caught in this
avarice man wanders through existence after
existence and suffers.

Once Guru Gobind Singh Ji along with
his Singhs was going through a field, when
a partridge on the left side chirped loudly.
Guru Sahib started reciting the following
edict -

‘The land owner over land is ever wrangling;
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This must he one day leave;
Yet is his desire unassuaged.’

aH%fraﬁféuﬁrﬁs?a?//
gﬁaxléﬂwmazr//

When the Singhs accompanying him
asked about the reason, he said: “My dear!
this partridge in former life used to be a big
land owner, master of thousands of acres of
land. Bound by desire and avarice for
wealth, now in the partridge - incarnation,
he is telling us that this land belongs to
him. Go and catch him and bring him to me.
This partridge is blind of one eye.” When
the Singhs brought the partridge, Guru
Sahib said, “What a low and inferior
incarnation he is caught in! Since his desire
has not been quenched, the attachment for
land is not leaving his memory.” Guru
Sahib said, “Look! he is heaving sighs.” In
obedience to Guru Sahib’s command, the
Singhs caught the partridge and brought
him to Guru Sahib. he was blind of his left
eye. He revealed that the malady of desire
and avarice ruins man and ever keeps him
neglectful of attaining God. This fire of
desire is never assuaged -

p. 188

‘“Whether young or old, the thirst and hunger
of the wayward or self-oriented person never
depart.’ P. 649

Wmfawﬁaﬁramwfsrﬂa'rwa
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Advising a Yogi, Guru Sahib says -

‘O Yogi! out of clay is the world cast,
Afflicted with the big malady of desire for

Guru Sahib says, “This malady is not
cured neither by putting on garbs nor by
bathing at pilgrim centers, and nor by
resorting to any other means. Its cure lies
only in practising Divine Name meditation.
Name Divine is the true medicine. Practice
of Divine Name meditation, attainment of
the Name Divine, and abiding in the Name
of the Lord root out this disease completely

“The Name Divine is the true medicine, should
it in the mind be lodged.

One obeying the Master’s (Guru’s) guidance
alone this realization has,

And the true yoga-praxis performs.”  P. 909

afg ar FY Wy d o A & His gl
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Guru Sahib says that when the mind
becomes aligned with and absorbed in the
Guru’s holy Word and becomes dyed in it
(the holy Word), then this fire of desire is
extinguished and mind gains peace. By
losing one’s egoism, the self is satiated. It
becomes cool and content and afterwards
this hunger of desire never afflicts him. It is
by becoming absorbed in the Name Divine
that this malady is annulled. The Guru’s
edict is -
‘One God-directed dyed in the Word and
casting off egoism, ever is joyful.
With the mind satisfied and content,
Hunger nevermore he feels.

Saith Nanak: All that the God-directed do,
Who to the Name are attached,

M Is divinely approved.”’ P. 649-50
ye. . . Uy HEe I HIZH T8 wy Ffeil
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FaT & mfe arefenri n this way, big emperors like Qaroon
who had left not even a single rupee with
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his subjects and had collected forty huge
heaps of wealth, were cured of the malady
of desire or avarice when they met a holy
preceptor like Guru Nanak Sahib. So you
have seen what high flames avarice raises in
man. In today’s world, whether rulers or
subjects, all are burning in the fire of desire,
and becoming crazy, they are looting public
money and hoarding it in big banks. They
are stashing it in banks both at home and
abroad by converting it into foreign
currencies. What will they do with so much
wealth? Only that much wealth will be of
use to man which he consumes and uses.
Guru Sahib tells Emperor Qaroon -

‘Money is of him who spends and consumes.
It is God who gives, causes to be given and
satiates (the mortals).
Man should not eat alone, for wealth cannot
be preserved.
Investigation shows that
philanthrope goes to heaven.’
(An Epistle of Advice)
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So, my dear! under the influence of
desire and avarice, the world is suffering.
This emotion is such a high wave of the
world ocean that it is very difficult to cross
it safely. Until he comes to the refuge of the
True Guru (Holy Preceptor) and obtains the
Gurmantar’ (Initiatory chant) and earns the
wealth of Divine Name meditation in the
auspicious company of the holy, his fire of
desire is not extinguished. This fire of desire
is put out by the holy Preceptor himself. It
is extinguished by earning the wealth of the
Name Divine -

‘Consumed by desire, the world is burnt to
death. It burns, burns and bewails.

If the peace-giving True Guru is met, it burns
not again, a second time.’ P. 588

faraT et Af% yel A Af% ad yag il
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And

‘By Name Divine is desire assuaged -

By the Master’s (Guru’s) Word is induced the
supreme content,

And the mind fully in the Lord’s meditation
absorbed.’ P. 682

faraT g5 afg & 3171
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It is very difficult to swim across these
waves of hopes and desires in the world
ocean. Lust, wrath, avarice, attachment, pride
are the big crocodiles which can overturn
big ships. The world has to contend with
them daily. Lust and wrath are such
powerful sentiments that they burn the
body’s creative power in the manner a bomb
destroys a building. In this context, the
Guru’s edict is -

‘As borax melts gold, so lust and wrath waste
the body away.’ P. 932

Wavan%wa@m//
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Guru Sahib says, “One should not
touch those in whom is burning the fire of
wrath because such polluted energy is
suffusing their surroundings by entering
which man loses his senses. That is why,
Guru Sahib has said -

‘Draw not near and in the neighbourhood of
those in whose heart is the pariah of wrath.’
P. 40
&aT uthy ewrfy & fFebit
A& #3la gg eI
Guru Sahib says, “O wrath, the root
cause of conflicts and dissensions, that
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which never shows mercy due to which

righteousness never takes abode in the heart
as per the Guru’'s edict -

‘The Bull of Righteousness (God’s immutable

law) is born of His mercy.’ P. 3
48 oy efemT ar yF il

Thou hast held lustful persons in thy
thrall. They dance before thee like
monkeys.” When a wrathful person departs
from the world, Death’s messengers chide
him. By keeping the company of a wrathful
person, the ‘jeev” (sentient being) gains a low
and ignoble state. Such is the Guru’s edict

‘O wrath, thou art the root of strife,
compassion wells not up in thee, ever.
The sinful mortals, thou takest in thy power
and they dance like monkeys.
In thy association, man is debased and
Death’s courier chastises him with various
punishments.
O my Merciful Master, the destroyer of the
sorrow of the meek, protect Thou all the
beings from wrath, prays Nanak.”  P. 1358
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A person gripped by wrath destroys
families. He engages in strifes. He has no
time to contemplate the Guru’s holy Word -

‘In wrangling he passes his night and day and
deliberates not over the Name.’ P. 316

Sa1aT FafemT Mafes Jred
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Prescribing its cure, Guru Sahib says
that one should spend one’s life in the
world humbly by discarding all pride and

one should not be angry with anyone. On
the other hand, one should think that the
entire world is the manifestation of the One
Supreme Soul and that nothing is outside
Him -

‘Harbour not anger or grievance against any;

Your own self contemplate;

Abide with humility in the world.

Thus, saith Nanak, by Divine grace shall you
achieve liberation.” P. 259
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If one is angry with a wrathful person,
one is corrupted. The teaching of Gurbani
that we should do good even to the bad, and
we should not let anger enter our mind
because anger afflicts the body and harms
understanding and enjoyment of the Name
Divine. Therefore -

‘Farid, return thou good for evil; in thy heart
bear no revenge or wrath.

Thus will thy body be free of maladies,

And thy life have all blessings.” P. 1382
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The cause of all the conflicts in the
world is anger or rude speech. This anger
too can be annulled through the Divine
Name. Next is terrible gargantuan lust. In
this context Guru Sahib says -

‘For pleasure of lust lasting for twinkling of
an eye,
For millions of days does man suffer:

For a brief hour in pleasure he indulges;
Later into endless regrets falling.” P. 403

fora anr prme arafe
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Lust is such a crocodile that, abiding in
everyone’s heart, has destroyed all virtuous
deeds. It is a very terrible kind of crocodile
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which stops man from crossing the world
ocean till the last breath. It is not known
whether anyone may escape or not from its
covert onslaughts.

There is a story illustrating this truth. A
man named Bilwa Mangal, who is called Sur
Das, has been a great saint. On seeing a
prostitute, he was charmed by her. A river
flowed between his town and that of the
prostitute. There were no means to cross it.
Bilwa Mangal’s mind was filled with lust.
With her coquettish nature, the prostitute
played with his affections. He was deluded
to think that she loved him. So, one night,
he got up. It was a pitch dark night.
Nothing was visible even close at hand. It
was the rainy month of Sawan (mid July to
mid August). The sky was overcast with
clouds. When the lightning flashed only
then did he advance in its light with great
difficulty. He could not see dunes and
ditches. Many times he fell into water, and
many times he stumbled. Nevertheless,
falling and tripping in torrential rain, he
reached the river bank. The flow of water in
the river was violent. It emited a terrible
roaring sound. Nobody could dare cross the
river. But blinded by lust, when Bilwa
Mangal reached the bank of the river, he
saw a dead body which had floated to the
land. Thinking that the prostitute had sent
a plank of wood for him to cross the river,
he lay on it and swam across the river. The
prostitute’s home was nearby. He dragged
the dead body on the sand, so that he could
use it for his return journey.

Ahead was the backyard of the
prostitute’s house. Crossing the low
boundary wall, he guessed that she must be

in one of the rooms. A lamp was burning on
the first floor. The balcony was covered with
green creepers. He put his hand into them
thinking that the prostitute might have hung
a thick rope for him to climb up into her
room. Something rope-like came into his
hand with the help of which he climbed up.
He knocked at the door. When the prostitute
asked, he introduced himself and she
opened the door. She was flabbergasted on
seeing him. She wondered how he had
reached her by crossing the river on that
rainy and stormy night, and how he had
climbed up into her balcony when there was
no support or means to climb. She asked
Bilwa Mangal, “How have you reached
here?” He said, “My dear, you had put a
wooden plank on the river bank and hung
a rope from the rear balcony. By using them
have I come to you. Every particle of my
body is filled with love for you. I wish to
make the biggest offering to you. I am sold
on you and love you with all my being.” On
hearing these words, the prostitute was
badly shaken. She trembled to think, “We,
prostitutes, harbour no love. We need
money, not love. But this man is blinded
with love. Neither did I place the wooden
plank, nor did I hang the rope from the rear
balcony.” To know the reality, she lighted a
torch and said, “Show me the rope at the
rear balcony.” When he pointed it out, she
was surprised that it was a poisonous snake
hanging from the balcony. She said, “Bilwa
Mangal, look! it is not a rope but a huge
snake. Come on, show me the wooden plank
on which you have swum across the river.”
When they reached the river bank, she saw
that it was a rotten dead body, which out of
lust he regarded as a wooden plank. At that
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moment, she reproached and cursed herself
as well as Bilwa Mangal, and said, “I am a
prostitute, we have no love for anyone. We
sell our body for money. We are gradually
getting pushed into hell. You are a man of
high birth. What have you to do with a
corrupt fallen woman like me? By living
with me, you will also be corrupted, and
mentally you will fall into such an abyss
from where it will be extremely difficult to
come out. My dear! just think, that God who
has created the universe is an embodiment
of love; if you had cherished so much love
for Him, you would have crossed the terrible
world ocean; that is, you would have been
liberated.”

On hearing these words, Bilwa Mangal
received a rude shock. The dross of lust was
removed from his eyes. He touched the
harlot’s feet and said, “O good woman! how
pious you are, who, though practising such
a low vocation, have knowledge and
understanding! You have saved me from lust
and granted me knowledge of God’s love. I
will never forget this good turn of yours.”
After this, Bilwa Mangal became an ascetic.
He renounced home and started doing God’s
worship and devotion. But one day, this
lust-enemy again made a powerful attack on
him. Coming out of wilderness, he went to
the city to beg alms. A very beautiful and
charming girl gave him alms. When she
went back, he called her again. When the
girl returned, she noticed dirty lust in his
eyes. She was a God-worshipping and
virtuous girl. She said, “O holy man! you
have renounced your home and hearth, your
wife and children. But I am surprised to see
filthy lust in your eyes. What is special
about me? If this body is not adorned, it is

a bag of foul ordure. From mouth, eyes, ears
and nose comes out filth. Urine and ordure
ever keep it dirty and impure. What is this
body?

‘Foul ordure, bones and blood by thy skin are

wrapped.
Yet of this art thou so proud.’

fanzwma:aagu@?avf//
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P. 374

It is a bag full of urine and ordure.
There is no reason, whatsoever, to be
enamoured of it. You are a holy man. My
dear, you have left your home as an ascetic
and renunciate. God has put so much beauty
within you that no other beauty can equal
it. Lodge God’s love in your eyes. Achieve
the goal for which you left your home. O
holy man! let me tell you one thing that God
abides both within you and without. Go into
the refuge of a capable and accomplished
holy Preceptor and learn the method by
which God can be glimpsed. By practising
God’s devotional worship, acquire Divine
insight, your hunger for my beauty will lead
you to hells.” On hearing this much, Bilwa
Mangal regained his senses. He said, “O
maiden! You have roused me from a very
deep slumber. Kindly get me two hot
needles.” That simple girl placed two
needles in a fire place, when they became
burning hot, she handed them over to Bilwa
Mangal. Calling upon God, he pierced them
into his eyes. Thereafter, he came to be
called Surdas. Guru Sahib says -

‘For pleasure of lust lasting for twinkling of
an eye,
For millions of days does man suffer:
For a brief hour in pleasure he indulges;
Later into endless regrets falling.” P. 403
fora anr prme arafe
dle fean gy u=lail
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‘Thou who art blind, the Divine monarch bring
to mind:
Approaching is thy appointed day.”  P. 403
g 8f3 aig_gia "
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And -

‘In the sinful heart lodges lust:

Hence the restless mind no way is stilled.

Be it yogis, wandering ascetics, and those
practising renunciation - over all is thrown
this noose.’ P. 1186
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These enemies are destroyed in the
company of the holy -

‘In holy company are effaced lust, wrath,
intoxication of avarice, calumny and pride.
By great good fortune are such of the holy
met:
Nanak to such is ever a sacrifice.”  P. 1151
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At one place, Guru Sahib says -

“O lust that push a mortal into hell,
owing to your company, this ‘jeev” (sentient
being; man) has to wander through countless
existences. You captivate the heart of even
those who are capable of accessing the three
worlds and destroy all their devotion and
piety, their practice of austerities and
penances. You afford brief and transient
pleasure. You destroy man’s wealth. You are
very fickle and wanton and cause suffering
to both high and low -

‘Lust, that lodges beings in hell and in
innumerable births whirls them;
Heart-charmer, over the three worlds
wandering,
Destroyer of prayer, austerity and noble
conduct;
By a little pleasure dost thou render human
beings destitute;
Art nimble and among high and low
pervasive.
Saith Nanak: In holy company and seeking
shelter with the Lord, comes release from thy
fear.
Wrath that art root of strife, with thee rises
compassion never;
Beings passion-gripped by thee are subdued,
And dance like apes.
Such with innumerable penalties by Yama’'s
minions are visited -
Only the low in character keep company with
thee.
Saith Nanak: The Lord, shelterer of suffering
of the humble, compassionate,
From thee protects beings.” P. 1358
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Fear of ‘thee’ (lust) is annulled by

keeping the company of the holy.”

So, Sant Maharaj Ji said, “Dear

devotees! you can yourself estimate what big
crocodiles are they.”

(o, to be continue)
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S. Baldev Singh Grewal

Fremont, U.S.A - 001-510-249-9456
Canada

Bhai Sarmukh Singh Pannu
Phone - 001-604-433-0408

Bhai Parmjit Singh Sandhu

'Voicemail 0044-8701654402 5 s
Raj Mobile 0044-7968734058 | Cell: 001-250-600-307
Email info@atammarguk.com Bhai Tarsem Singh Bains
gux. \_Cell : 001-604-862-9525, Phone : 001-604-599-5000 _/
\_ /
IN INDIA 4 . N
69417214391, 09417214379 09814612900, 9417214379 Foreign Memb?rShlp
Email: atammargl@yahoo.co.in Annual Life
U.S.A. 60 US$ 600 USS$
Australia UK. 40 £ 400 £
Bibi Jaspreet Kaur EUROPE 50 Euro 500 Euro
Cell : 0061-406619858 AUS. 80 AUDS 800 AUDS
Email :- jaspreetkaur20@hotmail.com \CANADA 80 CANS 800 CANS j
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